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our disposal as a residence during the festivities, I met my
wife, who had travelled via Flushing, together with our eldest
son. The little Crown Prince was the only one of the Queen's
great-grandchildren who was present at her Jubilee.

Owing to the Queen's strict retirement after the death of the
Prince Consort, the English Court had held no festivities for
nearly three decades. The officials were, therefore, not properly
prepared for the manifold requirements of a State Jubilee, and
misunderstandings and some friction, due to unforeseen altera-
tions, were unavoidable. That this would be so was foretold to
us by General Mo.Neill, aide-de-camp to the Queen, attached to my
wiCe He was a gifted Scot with a ready wit, who was always
able to see the comic side of things, but never spoke a word more
than was needful. When, on the first evening after our arrival,
we had gathered together cosily in the smoking room and were
discussing the forthcoming festive events, General von Hahnke
produced a printed book of instructions Cor the ceremonies
and began to study the section for the following day.
On seeing this, (ieneral McNoill tapped him. on, the shoulder
and said : " My dear Hankey, if you intend to go by this book,
you will always be wrong, for everything will cither bo
changed or lias already been changed/*

McNeili's prognostications were realized to no small extent.
For instance, for the Banquet after the great Court Ball, a plan
of the seating arrangements at oval tables was placed in our
rooms, But when in conversation at the Court Ball with one
of the wasters of the ceremonies, Lord Mount Bdgaimbe, a
friend of my mother, one of whose bridesmaids be married,
i casually alluded to the seating arrangements, lie informed mo
that instead of the oval tables an open square had been adopted*
A younger master of the ceremonies coming up then joined in
and asked me if I understood anything of mathematics. When
I boldly miswerod yes, he remarked in a friendly way : *# Then
you can calculate yoiirse.1l where you will be seated when x
oval tables are changed into one open square!" The result of
my calculations brought me beside the dusky sister of King
Kiila Kami of Hawaii ; she talked to me earnestly in good
English, cliidly about her brother's visit to us in Potsdam.